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Events 
 

15th May Sussex Bee Market – Heathfield Community College 

 
Apiary Meetings  -   DOUNHURST 

 
We hope to have a presentation on swarming, swarm control and taking, and hiving swarms after Tea at 
2.30 on May 1st. 
 
We have a lot going on this year with scheduled meetings, extra meetings for the Preliminary group, BBKA 
Basic Assessment, queen rearing, one–to–one tuition and ad-hoc meetings. We will try to inform you of 
events via email and/or the website and sometimes this will be at short notice. It is suggested you log on 
regularly if you don’t want to miss anything. 
 

Sat 1st May Beginners/Intermediate  12:00 – 2:30pm    Advanced    3:15pm 

Wed 12th May 6:30 pm      &    BBQ 

Fri 14th May Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Mon 17th May Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Thu 20th May Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Sat 22nd May  Beginners/Intermediate  12:00 – 2:30pm    Advanced    3:15pm 

Fri 28th May Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637   roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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Changes to meetings – Please Read 
 

In order to deal with the increased numbers of members at meetings we decided for 2010 to have three 
separate groups, a Preliminary group on a different day from scheduled meetings, and 
Beginners/Intermediate and Advanced at separate times on the scheduled day. One major problem we 
have had in previous years is members being in the wrong ability group and holding back others, and we 
tried to solve this problem as well. We tried to do it without any regimentation or “pigeon holing” of 
members. 
 
After just one meeting it is clear this won’t work, simply because we had members turn up for the 
advanced group who the Demonstrators thought should have been in the Beginners group. So after 
discussion we feel we have to make some changes to make the groups clearer and more straightforward 
to operate. 
 
We have decided to classify members and create four distinct groups. What we propose is Preliminary 
that will stay as we intended, Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced. The definitions are:- 
 
Preliminary. These will initially be all those new to beekeeping in 2010, or very late 2009. They will be in 
the very early stages of beekeeping and we will have meetings specifically for them, on a different day 
from our main apiary meetings. Members of this group will probably come to several meetings before 
being invited to join the Beginners/Intermediate groups at scheduled meetings. They will be assessed by 
the Demonstrators on their ability to learn and handle bees on their own. We do not recommend those in 
this group purchase any bees or equipment until being moved into the Beginners/Intermediate group. 
Meetings will be arranged on an ad-hoc basis depending on demand, and availability of Demonstrators. 
Dates will be advertised on the website and in a circular email and it is your responsibility to check 
regularly. As we have restrictions on the availability of Demonstrators and protective equipment, and in 
order to make group sizes suitable for learning, places at each preliminary meeting must be booked in 
advance. Those in the Preliminary group will not be asked for a subscription. PLEASE DO NOT TURN UP 
TO SCHEDULED MEETINGS. 

 
Beginners. These will have progressed from the Preliminary group, but not have attained the knowledge 
or colony handling skills of the Intermediate stage. They will typically be in their first 2 years of 
beekeeping, but once again will be subject to assessment by the Demonstrators, as some may progress 
faster than others. It is incredible how quickly some learn and they may be invited to join more advanced 
groups as well. It is expected that some in this group may not yet have their own bees. All those in this 
group will normally pay a subscription. 
 
Intermediate. This is where we would expect most of our members to be as this is where much of the 
basic learning will be done. In this group you will learn and develop your skills so you can competently 
handle a number of full colonies on your own, including swarm control, simple queen rearing, colony 
assessment, disease recognition and control, making increase from within your own colonies, honey 
harvesting and processing, etc. 

 
Advanced. Will have gained enough knowledge and skill to handle full colonies competently without help, 
and have a sound knowledge of common colony management techniques and diseases. You will have the 
ability to deal with the vast majority of problems you may have thrown at you, or have the potential to do 
so. You would normally have a number of colonies of your own. 
 
On Wednesday meetings all bar those in the Preliminary group will be catered for by streaming. To 
balance the numbers some may be asked at times to go in different groups, those with more potential 
may be asked to go up a group, and those who are having difficulties may be asked to go down. This 
would be on a temporary basis for that meeting only. 
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For May 1st meeting as a trial on Saturdays we will have both Beginners and Intermediate 
at 12.00 – 2.30, and Advanced only  at 3.15. Tea will be available from 2.30. 
 
Can all members other than those in the Preliminary group please assume they will be in 
the Beginners or Intermediate groups unless emailed otherwise, and turn up for a 12.00 
start on Saturdays?  
 
You will be allocated a group and be asked to stay in that group until moved by the 
Demonstrators. Please check with Tom or Roger which ability group you are in. 
 
Those in the Advanced group are welcome to take part all day and it would be 
appreciated if they did as their expertise may be needed. 
 
I hope this will deal with the problem and allow members to follow a natural progression. 
It will also allow those in the advanced group to enjoy their beekeeping as a lot of them 
help out with Demonstrating. 
 
 

. 

 

 
 

South of England Show, Ardingly, 10, 11 & 12 June 2010 
 
There is a Bees and Honey section at the South of England Show, and as part of this there is a honey show, 
with 25 classes including honey, comb, wax, mead and cookery.  
 
 This is very much along the same lines as our own Wisborough Green honey show which is held at the end 
of August. 
 
Any of our members are eligible to submit entries to the show.  If you would like to consider making any 
entries, we have Schedules and entry forms available. 
 
  You will need to be quick, as the initial date for entries is already past; however they can accept forms up to 
11th May. 
 
The forms will be at Apiary meetings, but if you need one quickly, contact Tom Moore (details at top of 
newsletter). 
 
Even if you are not entering, do consider a visit to the show at Ardingly, and of course if you are going, don't 
forget to stop at the Bees and Honey tent, where in additon to the show there is all sorts of stuff for sale, 
demonstration hives, bee handling demonstrations and other informative displays. 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

The winter season has come to an end and we have started the busy summer season. We have a lot of 
work to do as winter losses at the apiary have been quite high. I think the causes are varroa and the 
viruses it vectors, Nosema ceranae and granulated ivy honey or more likely a combination. Work is 
needed to deal with these problems in the coming months. 
 
We need a large number of colonies to provide enough for tuition, and if we split the remaining colonies 
we could be in a position where we have none strong enough to teach members how to deal with large 
colonies or to produce honey – one of our major forms of income. It could also mean we are unable to 
provide all the bees needed for beginners and those who have lost all their bees as quickly as we had 
hoped. I think swarming will be light this year with two periods, the first could be colonies that did come 
through the winter strong may swarm when the much increased acreage of OSR is in bloom, then later 
when the weak colonies have built up, or the stronger colonies swarm again. One way of increasing our 
colonies is by swarms and we ask all members to let us have any swarms they don’t need themselves, 
but as we are all busy we would appreciate it if they were taken by the members. We had several 
instances last year where we found we were collecting swarms from members gardens, or they had 
come out of members hives. 
 
It could be useful if members put out bait hives and I have written some guidance notes that can be found 
on http://www.britishbee.org.uk/hints_and_tips.php Check them every couple of days to see if there is 
any activity. 
 
As already indicated there will be a session on swarming, swarm control and taking and hiving swarms 
on the May 1st meeting. This will take place at 2.30 and will be relevant to all beekeepers however much 
experience they have, so the Beginners and Intermediate are welcome to stay. This should give you an 
opportunity to read up on the swarming process and ways of controlling it. Don’t forget the information on 
our own website. 
 
One of our members has made me aware of what appears to be a good website for willows 
http://www.wondertree.co.uk/advanced_search_result.php?keywords=willows+for+bees&x=0&y=0 
 
As beekeepers we know bees need early sources of nectar and pollen and willows often provide them. 
The good thing about willows is that even the wild ones have catkins over a long period and this helps 
bees with spring build up. The same member put a small branch outside her window and within a short 
time it was discovered by a bee and just three catkins filled two pollen baskets. If you do buy willows 
remember they have male and female trees. 
 
At the time of writing (Apr 6th) I have just seen OSR coming into bloom. Considering the winter we have 
just had, that is very early, and I fear many colonies will build up on it, not for it. 
 
Once again can I suggest you be careful where you buy bees from. Many queens are imported strains 
that are often not suitable for our conditions. Is it really sensible to expect a queen that is reared from 
stock in New Zealand, Greece or Hawaii to be able to deal with our conditions, especially in the winter? If 
you are in any doubt then ask for a declaration in writing that the queen was U.K. raised. Many imports 
are very prolific and build up quickly, then swarm. This is more than some beekeepers, especially 
beginners can manage. Some are known to be inveterate swarmers. Please be patient. We have come 
across some horror stories, one of which we use in the Beginners Day presentation. If you are thinking of 
buying bees please speak to us, as there are some good suppliers we know of. 
 

 

 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/hints_and_tips.php
http://www.wondertree.co.uk/advanced_search_result.php?keywords=willows+for+bees&x=0&y=0
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It didn’t take me long to recover from the auction where well over 300 lots were sold. Many thanks to all 
those from WG who helped with the organisation or with the many tasks needed on the day. We had the 
usual folk with no idea of prices. One secondhand “crown of thorns” queen marking cage went for £8, and 
they can be bought for half that new! Having been the auctioneer for some time I get to recognise the 
“boomerang” bits that I have sold several times. The weather is usually kind to us, and in nearly 40 years it 
has only rained heavily on one occasion. That was when we used to have the sale on the lawn in front of 
the main house, but it had rained so heavily the previous week we were moved to another area down by the 
road partly under some conker trees. That was really good fun as the traffic was belting past on a wet road 
making it almost impossible to hear anyone bidding.  
 
Having been to every auction since we started there are lots of things I can remember, some good, some 
bad. We had a cheque bounce for several hundred pounds, and although we obtained a court order we 
never recovered the money. One year someone turned up with several WBCs with swastikas painted on 
them. They sold well. On another occasion someone paid £48 for an unused stainless steel honey/wax 
separator. They obviously didn’t know how to use it and brought it back the following year still unused 
where I sold it to the only bidder for £4. 
 
I keep saying beekeeping is fun! 
 
 

. 

 

 

Book Review 
 

The Honeybees of the British Isles. By Beowulf A Cooper. 
 
This is one of my favourite beekeeping books. It was edited by Philip Denwood from some of the many notes made by 
Beowulf Cooper, and it has been done very well. 
 
The book concentrates on native bees and covers their characteristics, supersedure, management, breeding, 
selection and mating behaviour, including an explanation of apiary vicinity mating and the formation of drone 
assemblies. There is a list of a few known drone assemblies and it would be interesting to know if they still exist. 
 
This book is a welcome change from the usual beekeeping book and can easily be understood by a beginner. 
 
Bee-Keeping for Recreation and Profit. By J. Harold Armitt. 
 
This book was published in 1952 and although I have known of it for a long time had not had the opportunity to read it 
before. Considering its title I was rather disappointed. There are some good chapters where the author concentrates 
on what the colony does naturally, and encourages you to use that information in developing your colony 
management methods. This was very forward thinking for the time. 
 
I found it short on beekeeping methods, but there were lots of facts and figures relating to particular years, and 
several graphs which I thought were almost meaningless. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 
 
 
FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 
  
DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 
  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 
  
Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 
 
 
FOUNDATION   
 
Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 
  
Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      50p 
(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
  
Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      80p 
 
We also have some sheets with drone base, to use for drone culling. 
 
 
SPACERS 
 
Narrow – Plastic Ends             10p each 
 
Metal Castellated Spacers in 9,10 and 11-slot (National Hive)   £ 1.80 per pair 
 
 
APIGUARD 
 
Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £  2.10 

 
10 Sachet Pack        £20.00 
 
 
PLASTIC SYRINGE 
 
50ml, for application of oxalic acid and other treatments..... £1.25 
 
 
Prices correct as at March 2010. 
 
Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready for 
you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 
stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 
Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com

